                         Bio--note of Professor Prabhat Kumar Datta
 Professor Prabhat Kumar Datta who  held the Centenary Chair of Public Administration in the Department of Political Science, University of Calcutta for more than two decades.  Currently, he is the Adjunct Professor, Institute of China Rural Studies , Central China Normal University , Wuhan, People’s Republic of China He is also  is  currently the Honorary Professor, Institute of Development Studies Kolkata( promoted by the Government of West Bengal as the Centre of Excellence in Social Sciences ) 

He was awarded the prestigious Surendranath  Banerjee Gold Medal  by  the University of Calcutta for  standing First in the First  Class in MA Examination in Political Science. He was DAAD (awarded by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany) Professorial Fellow at the University of Heidelberg, Germany in 2008. 
He worked as a member of the University Grants Commission’s Panel in Political Science and Public Administration and as a member of the Executive Committee of the Indian Political Science and Indian Public Administration Associations.  He worked in Moulana Abul Kalam Azad Instutute as a nominee of the Government of India.  He was elected to the Board of Directors of the Asian Association of Public Administration (2014—2017) He is a member of International Public Policy and Public Administration Research  Network(IPARN) chaired by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Professor Manoj Dixit .. 
 Formerly, he was a member of the Advisory Body of Participatory Research in Asia, (a research NGO) New Delhi and currently, Vice President , Society for Socio-Economic Studies and Services , Kolkata

He is member of the Editorial Board of the journal , Asian Journal of Rural Studies published by Asian Rural Sociological Association in association with Hasinuddin University , Indonesia. He has been nominated a member of the Editorial Board of Indian Journal of Public Administration ( 2019-2020)( Sage Journal) 
 A widely traveled scholar Professor Datta worked for nearly two decades as the Honorary Advisor, State Institute of Panchayats and Rural Development and Institute of Local Government and Urban Studies, Government of West Bengal. He was also the chairperson of the State Level Technical Advisory Committee, Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission under the Departments of Municipal Affairs and Urban Development, Government of West Bengal 
He has authored and or co-authored 28 books. Recent publications in the field of local governance include Decentralisation, Participation and Governance, 2006, Participatory Governance: Ward Committees in Action ( co-author) 2007,   Self-Help Groups in West Bengal (co-author() 2008 , Good Governance and Development (co-author)), 2009 Urban Governance and Development ( 2009), Engendering Urban Governance in West Bengal ( co-author) (2010)  and Participatory  Planning in West Bengal (co-author), 2011, Democratic Governance and Decentralised Planning : Rhetoric and Reality ( 2012) His latest co-authored article has been published in  the special issue( 2018) of Indian Journal of Public Administration(Sage Publication). His articles have been published in the distinguished national and international journals like the Journal of Asian Studies, Korean Journal of Area Studies, Indian Journal of Public Administration, Asian Review of Public Administration Indian Journal of Political Science, Indian Journal of Social Science  

His papers have been translated into Chinese and published in the Third Sector Research, Jiatong University, Shanghai 

He has contributed to the news magazines like Frontline, Mainstream and in weeklies like Economic and Political Weekly. His articles have also been published in  English dailies like The Telegraph and dailies in Bengali  like  Ananda Bazar Patrika, Bartaman, Sambad Pratidin published from Kolkata
He has presented papers in many national and international conferences as invited speakers and has academic cooperation with a number of international Universities with 100 QS ranking (100) such as Amsterdom University, Netherlands Zhejiang University , China, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore . He has worked with scholars from Amsterdam University, Netherlands and Danish Institute for International Studies, Copenhagen, Wongsu University, Korea, Zhejiang University in Hanzhou ,  China Jaotong University in Shanghai, China   and  Schenzen University in Schenzen  China and Nanyang Technonogical University in  Singpore 
 He has delivered invited lectures in many Asian, European and Australian universities His special academic interests include local governance, gender and politics in India 
. 

