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Abstract: In the coming decades, many~Asian countries including Bangladesh
will experience aging of their populatidn and the size of their population will
increase substantially. Today people 60 years and older make up 6 per cent of the
total population of Bangladesh. Now their number is 7.8 million (IDB U.S.
Census Bureau, 2006). This number will increase to 16.5 million (about nine
percent of the total population) by the year of 2025 (IDB U.S. Census Bureau,
2006). Bangladesh is an agricultural based country where more than seventy five
percent of the total population lives in rural areas ( U.S. Department of State,
2002). Therefore, it can be estimated that, most of the older people of
Bangladesh live in rural areas. The old age dependency ratio (person 60 years
and over divided by person 15-59 years) is projected to increase from 8 per cent
in 1995 to 16.2 percent in 2025 (Kabir, 1994). Although there is no age specific
statistics on old age poverty, observation suggests that poverty is more
widespread among the older people in Bangladesh. Yearly natural disasters
affect older persons due to then reduced physical mobility (Ritchie and others,
2000). While emotional ties and mutual support among family members remains
strong in Bangladesh, it is clear that demographic change is increasingly
affecting the capacity of th.2 family to continue its care-giving role. However, with
industrialization, a decréase in land availability, an increase in women’s
participation in the labor market, migration of children to urban centers, and the
overall impact of pervasive poverty, it has been generally acknowledged that
traditional family value system, i.e., filial duty and family care for older people
is gradually disappearing. A weakening support system combined with a higher
dependency ratio has the potential to increase the existing vulnerability of older
people to poverty conditions. Given this reality a non-contributory pension
scheme (Bayaska Bhata) was started in 1998 for the poor rural older people of
Bangladesh. Now the scheme covers both urban and rural disadvantaged
vulnerable older people. Though the amount and coverage of the pension is not
adequate to meet basic needs, it has been considered as welcoming initiative.
Despite having few limitations Bayaska Bhata's contribution is remarkable in the
welfare of the poor and disadvantaged older people of Bangladesh. Present
article explains the prospects and problems of the scheme on the basis of first
hand data collected from the Bayaska Bhata recipients fromTukerbazar Union of
Sylhet district.
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