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Language Movement: Quest for Identity.
Md. Sharif Hasan

Abstract. Language Movement is a glorious event in our national history. It
was our first organized protest against the Pakistani colonial rulers. The
Pakistan rulers tried to impose Urdu as the only state language in Pakistan
which covered only seven percent of the total population. On the other hand,
Bangla was the mother tongue of fifty six percent people of the country. The
Bangalees fought back and laid down their lives to uphold the dignity of their
mother tongue. It was the first stage of our struggle against the Pakistani
colonial rulers which ended with the nine-month long bloody war and
Bangladesh emerged as an independent country on 16th December 1971.
The emergence of Bangladesh owes a lot to the great Language Movement
and it will remain source of inspiration for the oppressed people of the whole
world forever. The article aims to analyze the background and major events
of Language Movement and its impact on the social and political life of

Bangladesh specially the War of Independence in 1971.
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