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"An important factor in the evolution of this final
stage is the growing fiction that almost all non-
Brahmins were Sudras. The origin of this fiction
is perhaps to be traced to the extended
significance given to the term Sudra in the
Purans, where it denotes not only the members
of the fourth caste, but also those members of the
three higher castes who accepted any of the
heretical religions or were influenced by Inntric
rites. The predominance of Buddhism and
Tantric Saktism in Bengal, as compared with
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other parts of India since the eighth century A. D.
perhaps explains why all the notable castes in
Bengal were regarded in the Brihad-diharma
Purana and other later texts as Sudras.®
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