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Participation of women in political and administrative decision
making : Bangfadesh contex. Abeda Sultana

Abstract. The article is a research study to identify the extent and nature of participation
of women in political and administrative decision making bodies. Five parameters Viz.
political parties, parliament, cabinet, top administration and union parishad have been
selected to analyze the present situation and suggest future course of action. The
Constitution of Bangladesh permits to special measures to ensure women'’s participation
in all walks of public life. But, Bangladesh is still a male dominated country where
women'’s special needs are hardly reflected in the national policies of the country. The
major reasons which work as barriers to increasing women’s decision making roles in
Bangladesh are restriction on free movement of women, multiple roles of women in the
family, lack of eductation, economic dependence and most importantly absence of a
democratic and secular social structure. The present regime has attempted to break the
tradition and engage women ministers in productive sectors such as agriculture,
environment and education. Another positive change is participation of women in the
Union Parishad through direct election. This is definitely a departure from passivity to
activity for women at the grassroots level.
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