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Abstract: National governance in Bangladesh is highly centralized and
elitist. In such a polity, Local Government Institutions (LGIs) are to play
their vital roles to supply goods and services as well as the necessary
inputs to the rural people effectively. But in Bangladesh, local
government and other decentralized and participatory institutions have
not been developed as relatively self-governing autonomous people's
institutions. The civil and military governments have used the overall
local government system to civilianize their military regimes and / or to
build favorable networks of their supporters at grass roots. Hence, the
Bangladesh local government system remained as one of the burning
issues. There is a consensus among all concerned quarters about the
need for strengthening local government and make it self-governing in
the real sense. However, there are differences of opinions and also
different solutions as to how to make it self-propelled. Against this
backdrop, this article attempts to analyze the real local government
scenario of the country; to articulate the cross-currents of opinions
regarding local government system of the country; to justify the merits
and demerits of different opinions; and finally to find a sustainable way
out of the crisis through evolving a New Local Government System
(NLGS).
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