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Education and Social Structure of Bangladesh : A Review
Md. Asaduzzaman

Abstract : Education regarded as a driving force for self development of a
human being. It helps both male & female to play an active role in the
uninterrupted peace of developmental programs of the country (Asaduzzaman,
Nasrin Jahan Jinia 2000 : 147). But the concept of Education is not an
independent one. It depends on other social factors of the country. It can play
its positive role only when the various components of social structure work
infavour of it or work together. So, the concept of Education and social
structure is interrelated and interdependent one. The modest attempt of this
paper is to examine the relationship between the concept of education and
social structure and how the quality of education determine by the various
components of the social structure in both developed and developing
country with special reference to Bangladesh.
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by giving prominence to men and human resources rather
than things...education and training are considered to be the
most effective instruments for modification of the content of
men'’s minds and for reconstituting and developing a society.
Education is the master determinant of all aspects of change
and development. Education can endow people with knowl-
edge, training, spirit of initiative and social responsibility
which will enable them to cope efficiently, imaginatively and
creatively with the problems of change and development.
Education is the key that unlocks the door to development

and modernization.” (Chowdhury, Lutful Haq : 1978 : 93).

The world book of Encyclopedia @@ <) Frits Ruaresia
TAZoF Al RCACR-

"Education is the process by which people acquire knowl-
edge, skills, habits, values and attitudes. ...education is also
used to describe the results of the educational process.

Education should help them develop on appreciation of their
cultural heritage” (The world book of Encyclopedia : Vol. E,

p-84).

@FC (36 PrenE e AwIR® FE@EH- “Education is the

process of increasing knowledge, skill and capacity and
creating a positive attitude of the people in a society. In
economic terms, it means accumulation of human capital
and its effective utilization for development of the economy.
Development of human resources enriches the total life itself

in its social, cultural and political dimensions (Rahman,
Khandaker Mahmudur : 1996 : 499)". Adam Smith ©1 f4T®
3% The Wealth of Nations-< rid &g F=1(= 00, ... ‘fixed
capital’ includes “the acquired and useful abilities of all the
inhabitants or members of the society (quoted from
Chowdhury, Lutful Haq : 1978: 96). Alfred Marshal % 21t
e srer A s e Seifts FEees | ©F W09, “The
most valuable of all capital is that invested in human beings”
(Quoted from Chowdhury, Lutful Haq : 1978~ 97)
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Swift €9 ¥, "education as to maintain and change society
at the same time” (Swift : 1970 : 217)

Sukla P gerfotE FEa 1T FEEA, "education gener-

ated social change by
a) Changing the values and aspirations of the participants;
b) Changing opportunity structure; and

c) Introducing knowledge and skills of communication”
(Sukla : 1263 : 22).
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First Five Year Plan (1973-78)

Education must be responsive to the specific requirements of
the nations. It must have relevance to future work and life,
and must provide adequate preparation for productive em-
ployment. Education must be able to enrich the cultural
attainments of the people. (FFYP : 1973)

Second Five Year Plan (1980-85)

Superior input of human efforts is by far the most important
determinants of all development. Development of capabilities
of man through education and training is crucial to any
development effort. The SFYP aims at the development of a
low-cost functional education by linking different levels of
education with production process as far as possible (SFYP
: 1980)

Third Five Year Plan (1985-90)

Education is one of the basic needs for developing human
capabilities. The objective of TFYP was to enroll 70% of the
primary age-group children by 1990 and to reduce the rural-
urban gap in education facilities. it also aims to give empha-
sis on science, téchnical and vocational education. (TFYP :
1985)
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Fourth Five Year Plan (1990-95)

In any economy, education is a matter of paramount national
importance. it is More so in a less developed country like
Bangladesh where a comprehensive base of mass literacy, a
strong foundation of ethical values conducive to intellectual
and material integrity in society, a high quality standard
education backed by a dynamic R & D system to promote
productivity of labor and management and to enhance the
country’s resource base on a continuous basis should par-
tially make up the deficiency of capital. Both at individual
and national levels, education is an item of consumption, a
form of investment and an avenue of employment. The
objectives of FFYP was to introduce compulsory primary
education, to reduce mass illiteracy, to enlarge and upgrade
the base of science education at all levels and to inculcate

moral values in society. (FFYP : 1990)

IFS : NGEE TR R o7 Mg ¢ FGEIL E W
AT e e Smres STe | W =IG! e 21AiE eFfen
fery fae Giee Foita St ity ITYm 2 | GO O
@1 Plas g7 2424 FACS T A | AL ATAF W 77 2G4
& G35 AfawiEre Ffaw sriwa gR 19 ey 9 e 2 |
AT ACF VA OF RelfFe S@iF fFea S 71 | G weired Sw )
féeg T W fRes SRy ¢ SR TR TR | O TI-I[1, S
T, TG ¢ AR Tenfn wIte ReifRs wita S W
F(A | OITF TGH 8 AT TG AT 4 | FN@ TqEL
TR IS, AEATSE @ FEIa &id | FrFie Tqaes Sice-sm,
I -STE, FTA-SIT, 7S] -SPTCOTR AL (I | AT WaR
foafs g 7v"y | (7, W ¢ SN @ fodfb FAgrR AvEE gFEw
TCEE S | 1 4183 ST 217 (AT TS 8 SIS ARBAE
TG O (TR RS | 1 e Afeara Sk o= [@Ue € |
I SR waelE {oq w0 (Wfewer oAfarra Bow | wzfa
9 - “Education is the harmonious development of
body, mind and soul” SIS (42, T 8 SR A7 [P™E
o |



v8 AT T @ T SIS : GG AHTAD / (ig SATEEIT

fret @ SREw

ol ATRY O 4R A, ©12 G I 354 A& Feriel AreiTe
ARG R | 4w vy @ BeomaAl @ [N 91 w1, e
Tl Jaa CFLae G il 332 e (Fo1a 8 doba 1 W) |
il @R T Torwa T4 o7 WS ¢ T Fifede A |
& ¢ AGTAR N0 ARFCAR NG TR, TASR 8 JIZER
Fifeds g A @ afeFn Fred (@Ram: sovd) | Sgea
SRR ¢ Ay forFR i Srore wwesd | 7, =13, ¥, @t «a
GG FANFE FrF ¢ SgEw FNE I AR, "Education

contributes to the empowerment of the poor and thereby
enhance their capacity to resist exploitation and achieve
their rightful bargains in all economic transaction. Secondly,
education can facilitate access to more remunerative em-
ployment opportunities. A caveat here, however, is that while
primary education is seen to carry a generally empowering
function, the specific type of education received beyond the
primary level in Bangladesh render any on job application
rather difficult. This implies a low correspondence between
education and labour productivity. The benefits of secondary
education and beyond for poor households come only in the
distorted form of individual escapes into white-collar em-
ployiaent rather than through productivity increases in
existing wage and self-employment avenues. The low corre-
spondence between secondary education and productivity
also means that drop-out from this level become a liability for
society...The bulk of the poor are those without any formal
schooling....55% of all poor and 60% of the hard-core poor”

(Rahman and Hussain : 1992 : 2000).
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Rate (%) Girls Boys Total
Total Drop out 65.9 57.6 60.5
Total output 34.1 42.4 39.5

Source : Bangladesh Bureau of Educational Information and
Statistics (BANBEIS)-1991.
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structure is the complex of the principal groups and institu-
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