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Care-Taker Government : Bangladesh Perspective

- Rakiba Yeasmin

Abstract : The main objective of the liberation movement was to establish
awell-balanced system of democratic government in Bangladesh. To achieve
this objective the mass participated the straggle for freedom several times
and sacrificed a lot. The prerequisites for the restoration of democracy are
to ensure the right of voting-power through fair and impartial election and
to establish a responsible parliamentary type of government. But as the
democracy in our country is still in its developing form so it needs a
constitutional arrangement for the well-running of democracy. The 6th
national parliament of Bangladesh passed the 13th amendment Bill of the
constitution on March 28th, 1996 which is mostly known as the Care-Taker
Government Bill.

It is Pertinently to mention that a non party impartial Care-Taker Govern-
ment was formed on December 6,1990 to conduct a free and fair election.
The fifth parliament election was held under this Government on the 27th
February, 1991. Later on by the 13th Amendment Bill of the Constitution a
new example was set up in the democratic system of government and an
unprecedented idea was added to it.

This paper aims to include discussion on the necessity of Care-taker
government in the context of Bangladesh. The 13th Amendment Bill of the
constitution, the question of referendum as to give the 13th Amendment Bill
- a constitutional validity, the reaction of the politicians to it, a comparative
study of the two preceding care-taker governments and the future applica-
bility of the said government for the interest of the country have been
discussed in this article.
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AH— Al Musud Hasanuzzaman % “The Role of Oppo-
sition in Bangladesh politics” &T3 Ce1C&A, “Though formal-
izing the care-taker government of Bangladesh has founded
an unique example in parliamentary frame work, Constitu-
tional measure of this sort can be followed by similar other
developing countries where political culture of trust, demo-
cratic norms, values and conventions are yet Lo take firm
roots.”

({Al-Masud Hasanuzzaman, 1998 : 193)
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