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Permanent Settlement 1793 : Its Multi Dimensional
Impact Md. Sharif Hasan

Abstract : British East India Company conquered Bengal in 1757. The
British Company introduced a number of reforms in the land management
of Bengal for perpetuating the exploitation process. Ten years, five years and
one-year settlement were introduced after one another and they failed to
bring about desired result. Then, Lord Cornwallis introduced historical
‘Permanent Settlement’ of land in Bengal in 1793. Under this system
landlords, popularly known as * Zaminders' could raise revenue from their
‘Rayats’ at will. On the other hand. the ‘Zaminders’' had to pay affixed
amount of annual revenue to the company government on a particular date
before sunset. This is commonly known as ‘Sunset Law’. A large proportion,
around fifty percent of the ‘Zaminders' were evicted from their ‘Zaminderies’
with the introduction of the law within the next fifty years. This system
influenced the social, economic and political,lives of Bengal. The study aims
to analyze the background, contemporary socio economic and political
condition. It also tries to highlight both the positive and negative impacts of
the system on the society, economy and politics of Bengal.
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