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Council Orders and Notifications of 19th Century.
s Dr. M. A. Momen

Abstract : William Tachkeray, grandfather of great English novelist William
Macpiece Thackeray was collector of Sylhet and he amassed huge fortune
exploiting his official position and indulged him in acquiring land for
plantation for personal benefit. This is one of the many examples of civil
servants in the colonial India abusing their position for individual gains.
There are instances of officials who risked their job to ensure welfare of the
masses during their tenures in public office. Circulars, notifications and
orders issued by competent authorities, guided the conduct of the officials.
This write-up draws from the big bunches of circulars, notifications and
orders that not only shaped the conduct the civil servants but also laid the
foundation public administration in nineteenth century. It also sheds light
on social and cultural traits of people of Bengal. Although corruption and
bribery were not rampant, one office order issued in 1851 instructed officials
not to exchange residential addresses to service seekers or any other
stockholders in the private sector. This brief write-up intends that interested
researchers take up investigative study into this unexplored resource of
18th and 19th centuries.
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