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Foreign Trade of Bangladesh: Theory and Reality

Abstract

Bangladesh was mainly an import dependant country. The import trade
fulfilled most of its development demand and necessary demand. Recently
Bangladesh has emerged as an exporting country though its export earnings are
still not enough even to cover the impoit payment. In this article the foreign
trade structure of Bangladesh has been discussed in the light of the well-
established trade theories. It is found that the country is exporting labour
intensive goods and importing mainly capital-intensive goods. The major trade
partner of the country and their share in export and import trade has also been
highlighted in this article. In the last part of the article the recent problem of the
export trade has been explained. According to the findings Bangladesh import
more from its neighbors i.e. India, Singapore, Hong Kong and export more to
EU and USA. 1t is found that the incidents of September 11, 2001 and the
Afghan-US led force war have seriously affected the major exportables of the
country. This matter has been ~discussed and in conclusion some
recommendation and suggestions have been made to overcome the current
impasse.)
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