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Agriculture of Saline Zones in Bangladesh: Past and present

Mollick Anwar Hossain

Abstract : Agriculture is the main occupation of the saline zones of
Bangladesh. Majority of the population in saline zones are still engaged
in agriculture. Shrimp culture was introduced in late seventies in the
saline zones and is gradually getting important for its increasing foreign
exchange earning. Unplanned and unscientific shrimp cultivations have
drastically reduced the stock of indigenous crop and fish varieties. The
shrimp culture also affects green vegetation and ecosystem that causes
destruction of natural resources. Horticultural crop like coconut,
betelnut, banana, etc., which are indigenous to the saline areas, are
totally damaged for increasing salinity. Saline water is essential for
shrimp cultivation but it is harmful for crop cultivation. So, farmers
who constitute the majority of the farming do not have access to crop
cultivation due to the high level of salinity. Without crop productions,
farmers in saline zones become poorer. As a result, they sell their lands
to the owners of shrimp farms. So shrimp culture results in serious
social and ecological problems in saline regions. In the following article
the past and present agricultural system of saline zones in Bangladesh
has been compared. At the same time, it will have some suggestions to
overcome problems.
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