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Abstract : The prime objective of Environmental Ethics is to evaluate
ethical base of the relation between man and nature and the worth of
nature itself. The two major criteria of this evaluation are—subjective and
objective. In subjective approach, the significance or value of something
depends on the attitude of the evaluator and the very utility and
usefulness of the matter. And in objective scheme, on the contrary,
something is treated worthy because of its own uniqueness and inherent
character whether it is felt by anyone else. What is the appeal and worth
of nature ? Is it valuable for its own essence and efficacy, or because of
the felt inevitability? The environmental philosophers, on these
questions, are divided mainly in two schools. The anthropocentric
discpline stresses on the subjective assessment of nature; and the non-
anthropocentric thinkers value much the objective way, in contrast.
Ultimately, because of this disagreement, environmental ethics
contributing too little to ease the environmetal crises. Recently, to be
relieved from the situation, a new thought of school have been emerged
which values nature bisecting the colliding opinions. This article, firstly,
tries to focus on Environmental Ethics, secondly, analyses
philosophically the scales of value in this regard and finallly, it glimpses
on the renowned philosopher Hoomes Rolston Ill's views and tries to
recommend a synchronizing attitude in consultation with latest ideas.
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“To ignore the role of values is to have a very distorted or one-sided view
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of man and his world.
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“There is little agreement among philosophers, however, as to how the term
value is to be defined. In general, we can say that value judgments are
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judgments of appraisal.”
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(58) <3 T (Religious value)
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“A really vital ethics respects all life, not just animal pains and
pleasures, much less just human preferences.””
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“A species exists : a species ought to exist. Environmental ethics
must make both claims and move from biology to ethics with care.”
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“An ecosystem is a productive, projective system. Organisms defend
only their selves, with individuals defending their continuing survival
and species increasing the numbers of kinds.”*
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“Environmental ethics does say that ecosystems are of value because
they contribute to human welfare, to animal experiences and to plant
life, but ... the stability, integrity and beauty of biotic communities
are what are most fundamentally to be conserved.””’
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“To devalue nature and inflate the human worth is to do business in
a false currency.”*

BT Y6 HLEG ACEBANS 9Y Bfen @ Setnd @79 Wiad @eE
FoMafoq AR Ny ANT& ALCe 5 1 | &folb genfe g« |
JBeR (A0S Tfen 7R THIAW | W GO *[01 IAGALZIN TS Jej
0 €T |

S8 ANGS (Ernest Partridge) TeP5a [REFAMI ) ©Ga SN FACKA |
fofd e @B Pia RITAM! ToArerg MAITNE A e qiger
AfFee G Qe Sore zre AfF | coenyE Anile ev 93 qReS
fRragers Rered s’ |

25|

oy oMb AR AR FAFSI TIZ© AR | WAF Afofm Gt
for fog wid a7 @ AT IR | TE O3 T2 ¢ ARme e fNdiwe T
TG T | A WA I TGN RN JIT Tl iR 4R Qo | &
o3 Sifired TR Foeend «RAE @ wdeel (ambiguity)'s 72
JEACR | & (9919 (John Benson) FOgeT) M0 I :

‘... it is ambiguous, having two quite different senses which can be
confused.”®
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“1. Intrinsic value = non-instrumental value, the value we ascribe to
something that we value not for its usefulness
but for its own sake.

2. Intrinsic value = value that something has independently of the
existence of any being who evaluates.”*
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‘“ ... there is no need to make such an attempt in order to discuss
environmental value, because the issue is not after all the crucial
issue that it has seemed to some environmental philosophers. That it
has seemed so is due to a confusion of the two senses.”
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rocks, just like people, do have rights in and of themselves. It
follows that it is in the rock’s interests, not the human interested in
the rock, that it is being protected.””
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“When a species vanishes from nature, the world is thereby
diminished. Species do not just have instrumental value ... They have
a value in their own-right ... an intrinsic value.”””
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“O’Neill considers that ecocentrics unjustifiably conflate the three
meanings ...

@ f@&™ (Roger Crisp) FOSENE (3R 363 O’Neill €3 TIcF Tray
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“John O’Neill has pointed out how the confusion between intrinsic

value and non-instrumental value is common in environmental

ethics, along with a confusion between intrinsic and objective
99D

value.

¢ (R T MOER @ 4R (CfeT AR e, I el oyt ve
4ot Reael s SR @ a7 @, TERE agfen fmre 3= ¢ tqfos
Tl AT LR @ HER YR WA eoF [TSane 97 | 1 SwmE 7io
AT YR TANS 0 ¢ WG ¢ AFfo | A 9% YEEH A I@IRF/ S
red A eyl 97 79 Ras)d 2@ | FRe AT IFIEF ©G TR T
¢ el A7 fftry 72, Wga 28 &Ffoqr «fe el | corea (Vogel) 99
O :

“This could contradict deep ecology’s own conception of them as
part of each other.”™
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“ ... that it is quite feasible for us to decide that a world without
humans has value. Yet it is still we who are making this decision.”*’
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“At bottom, ecocentric ethics may have a homocentric justification.”*®
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“First, such value cannot be defended rationally, only asserted.
Second, conceding that humans do bestow value, in a universe where
they and the rest of the nature are one, could lead us into saying that
the worth of non-human nature ultimately depends on the
consciousness of the observer; that is, human consciousness, which
would be anthropocentric extremistm.”*

AR Tosd  qRes g @we fi@fes g zowe covfd @3
SRR qRele [Rfege Sagifore zmre | & ziedd (Jane Howarth)
I, APMeq AP OFY (@S WAI FEOAR FCH, G T Al

2@3 O(F NRIAFACET] OO fifg | ofg o EY :

“Instrumental value, then, is a disposition. It depends upon the
thing’s actual properties, but alternatives are possible ... we can take
this as a criterion of instrumental value that something with only this
sort of value is, in principle, replaceable, without loss of value, by a
qualitatively different thing.”*"
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(Edward Wilson) e :

“Particular bugs and weeds, ..., are instrumental in enabling us
to fulfil particular purposes that we have. Particular species, as
sources of medicine, food or raw material, are things we use ...
concerns straightforward case of instrumental valuing.”**
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“Values should be respected, whether they are intrinsic, based on the
capacity of organisms to be the ‘subject of a life’; ... or whether they
are instrumental for the satisfaction of those interests and
preferences-and thus helpful for the enhancement of the quality of
subjectivity in organisms.”*”
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